
 

 
 

 

Rafting trips range from gentle to 
high adrenaline. 
  

For Immediate Release 
  

Colorado’s Arkansas River Whitewater Season has 
Arrived; Here’s How To Choose the Adventure 
That’s Right for You 

  
CAÑON CITY, Colo., April 26, 2021 – From gnarly to mild, raucous to 
relaxing, there’s an Arkansas River rafting trip that is right for every 
adventure seeker, and the knowledgeable and patient rafting experts at 
Echo Canyon River Expeditions are ready to help visitors choose the 
perfect experience. 
  
As the state’s largest and most experienced rafting company, Echo 
Canyon offers trips in central Colorado’s Royal Gorge region suitable for 
first-time rafters, families with kids as young as four, big-water fans and 
everyone in between. 
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Rafters gather at the 8 Mile Bar 
& Grill. 
  
  
 

 

“The Arkansas is an equal-opportunity river, with several raftable sections 
that offer vastly different experiences, terrain and scenery,” said Andy 
Neinas, owner of Echo Canyon River Expeditions and Royal Gorge Cabins, 
with luxury cabins and glamping tents. “Rafting is a classic adventure that 
is good for the body and spirit. It’s hard to be glum after a day of 
paddling through some of most rugged and wildlife-rich scenery in 
Colorado.” 
  
Echo Canyon River Expeditions’ lineup of rafting adventures includes 
multi-day and half- and full-day trips. The company’s Trip Finder tool 
explains the variety of options. Rafters can also chat about options with 
the resort’s travel experts by calling 1-800-755-3246. 
  
Rafting season with Echo Canyon began earlier this month and will end 
sometime in September, depending on water flow. Rafting experiences 
typically change significantly during the season. Spring snowmelt results 
in fast river flows, and early-season rafting is a favorite time for 
adrenaline junkies. Summer brings calmer waters, making it a perfect 
season for families and soft adventure travelers. 
  
Echo Canyon offers a selection of rafting trips on three sections of the 
legendary river. Royal Gorge Canyon trips are a good choice for rafters 
seeking adventures with challenging rapids. There are also trip options on 
the milder Bighorn Sheep Canyon section of the river. During the spring 
season when the water flows especially fast due to snowmelt, there are 
also weekend options for big-water enthusiasts in the Browns Canyon and 
The Numbers sections of the river near Buena Vista. 
  
Echo Canyon River Expeditions provides all rafters with a personal 
flotation device and helmet and offers rentals of water shoes, wetsuits 
and splash jackets. Echo Canyon pioneered the use of GoPro cameras 
mounted on all rafts, enabling both photos and videos to be captured 
throughout the trip. Due to advanced technology at Echo Canyon 
headquarters, rafters can view and purchase photos and videos of their 
adventures shortly after they arrive back to the office. 
  
Private Rafts 
Introduced last summer in light of Covid concerns, Echo Canyon offers 
rafters the option of paddling private rafts for up to five guests. Rafters 
choosing this popular option are guaranteed that only rafters from their 
“bubble” – plus a guide – will paddle in their boat. Guests will be 
transported to river put-ins with other guests. 
  
More about the rafting trips: 
The Bighorn Sheep Canyon trip is a good choice for families with children 
six and up as well as intermediate rafters. Available now, this trip 
combines mild whitewater with calm stretches featuring wildlife watching 
in a spectacular natural setting. Rates are $79 for half-day trips and $139 
for full-day trips. Full-day trips include a gourmet boxed lunch. Private 
rafts for up to five guests are priced at $395 for half-day trips and $695 
for full-day trips. 
  
The Gentle Family Float is a half-day, five-mile excursion that also takes 
place in the Bighorn Sheep Canyon. This trip will be available beginning 
May 24, and it is suitable for multiple generations, including kids as young 
as four. Easy Class II and gentle Class III rapids are mixed with plenty of 
floating time. Rates are $79 per adult and $69 for kids under six. 
  
Royal Gorge Rafting Trips feature rapids ranging from challenging Class III 
up to Class V. These trips travel through the 1,000-foot deep Royal Gorge 
of the Arkansas. Minimum age is 14. Rates are $95 for 10-mile, half-day 
trips and $159 for 20-mile, full-day trips. Private rafts are $475 for the 
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half-day trip and $795 for the full-day trip. Full-day trips include gourmet 
boxed lunch served at a scenic private site overlooking the river. 
  
Rafting Packagesfeaturing rafting trips with Echo Canyon and other 
regional adventures can also be booked. The packages include the Royal 
Gorge Raft and Zipline package and Bighorn Sheep Raft and Zipline 
Package in partnership with Adventures Out West in Manitou Springs, Raft 
and Bridge package including passes to the nearby Royal Gorge Bridge & 
Park, Raft and Rail Package including a trip aboard the Royal Gorge Route 
Railroad and Colorado ATV and Rafting Adventure with Play Dirty ATV 
Tours. 
  
Après Rafting 
After a rafting trip, paddlers can refuel and relax at the 8 Mile Bar and 
Grill. This popular restaurant features a 16-tap bar with Colorado brews 
and popular favorites as well as a menu featuring salads, burgers, 
sandwiches and entrees. More than half of the restaurant’s seating is 
outside, and large bay doors allow for plenty of fresh air. 
  
Play, Then Stay 
Located across the street from Echo Canyon River Expeditions are the 
Royal Gorge Cabins, a complex of one- and two-bedroom luxury cabins 
with fully equipped kitchens, living areas and private outdoors spaces, 
and queen and double-queen Glamping Tents with private patios and fire 
rings. 
  
Covid Protocols 
Echo Canyon River Expeditions is serious about guest safety, and the 
resort embraces Covid-19 protocols prescribed by the state and county. 
Those protocols include online release forms that must be completed in 
advance, robust cleaning procedures, increased guest spacing in vans and 
buses and more. A complete list of procedures and requirements is 
available online. 
  
### 
  
Echo Canyon River Expeditions is the leading whitewater destination 
resort in central Colorado and one of the country’s top adventure resorts, 
according to U.S. News & World Report. The region offers an array of 
outdoor adventures and attractions including whitewater rafting on the 
Arkansas River, mountain biking on an acclaimed trail system and the 
Royal Gorge Bridge & Park.  Drive time is approximately two and one-half 
hours from Denver and one hour from Colorado Springs. The Colorado 
Springs Airport (COS) offers non-stop service from several major cities 
throughout the country including Dallas, Houston, Los Angeles, Chicago 
and Phoenix. 
  
Contact Echo Canyon by email at info@raftecho.com or by calling 1-800-
690-3246, or follow the resort on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube,  Instagram 
or by signing up for the resort’s newsletter. Travelers can also read about 
visitors’ experiences on TripAdvisor and see why Echo Canyon is 
consistently named the No. 1-rated tour in Cañon City. 
  
Related Hashtags: 
#raftecho 
#royalgorgecabins 
#royalgorgeregion 
#canoncity 
#pikespeakwonders 
#coloradorafting 
  
Media contact: 
Mesereau Travel Public Relations 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2Fall-packages%2F&cf=13608&v=e8ef4a8151571d96929a7665c66be7d8c07be5bf8ca0c614630235daf6cd44fc
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2Frafting-packages%2Fzip-line-and-white-water-rafting%2F&cf=13608&v=42c83b6ad7b621802bfd901638bf488b6f42d0f3dd90b1b7674eedf22479801a
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2Frafting-packages%2Fzip-line-and-white-water-rafting%2F&cf=13608&v=42c83b6ad7b621802bfd901638bf488b6f42d0f3dd90b1b7674eedf22479801a
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2Frafting-packages%2Fbighorn-sheep-canyon-zip-line-and-white-water-rafting%2F&cf=13608&v=68fd2454b559521c53bcae914e5573e67a2637e7522f677d7001d53900e4b008
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2Frafting-packages%2Fbighorn-sheep-canyon-zip-line-and-white-water-rafting%2F&cf=13608&v=68fd2454b559521c53bcae914e5573e67a2637e7522f677d7001d53900e4b008
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2Frafting-packages%2Fzip-line-and-white-water-rafting%2F&cf=13608&v=42c83b6ad7b621802bfd901638bf488b6f42d0f3dd90b1b7674eedf22479801a
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2Frafting-packages%2Fzip-line-and-white-water-rafting%2F&cf=13608&v=42c83b6ad7b621802bfd901638bf488b6f42d0f3dd90b1b7674eedf22479801a
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2Frafting-packages%2Fraft-n-rail%2F&cf=13608&v=77c70ae6350f93934bbe4d7c2021bd554813f2f193b91711970fe5a752f56322
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2Frafting-packages%2Fcolorado-atv%2F&cf=13608&v=de001d5385bdabde4d7c07856df90db999eda134c169d8c759facfd83001c462
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2F8-mile-bar-grill%2F&cf=13608&v=d84c3e75688529267f2d144efbfef14bbaeb4d4080a4e40e322c6ebeec867a38
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2F8-mile-bar-grill%2F&cf=13608&v=d84c3e75688529267f2d144efbfef14bbaeb4d4080a4e40e322c6ebeec867a38
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalgorgecabins.com%2F&cf=13608&v=80ac98cef98ec8177de224cde82c243aafdb1005aa5affc8d7c28db063a44db6
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalgorgecabins.com%2Fcolorado-cabin-rentals%2F&cf=13608&v=5fbdff8a85521775775c934b949a5443fc3a4867951579da9d36d411ac6ab18e
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalgorgecabins.com%2Fglamping%2F&cf=13608&v=392c60db6c0e2b99aa8ecb38a7454bbc0ecbecc441c9270746bb48c9d4887394
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2Fcovid-19%2F&cf=13608&v=2fc1ad713b7df967642770bd8cd5b61abfd9dfb5e5ca38e74b2c6a02c7a23582
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2F&cf=13608&v=8e89ee82a5c676bff817de8f1f53c0ceef1e689bdb68ccc1ac2d8e820574f917
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=http%3A%2F%2Ftravel.usnews.com%2Fgallery%2Famericas-6-top-adventure-resorts&cf=13608&v=764bfdbe430f777c5bcc69b025c1a8805ca5cbb157f8c18454c411b272e07901
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2F&cf=13608&v=8e89ee82a5c676bff817de8f1f53c0ceef1e689bdb68ccc1ac2d8e820574f917
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.joinfar.org%2F&cf=13608&v=8e2f9c7910eabd11db250deb7959a5b5a4805c90e790b2a0e27eff4d1c8f52f3
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalgorgebridge.com%2F&cf=13608&v=13f0b4b83df93633e64bc742803761645549c637fc6682591b2fc79b7022479f
mailto:info@raftecho.com
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FRaftEcho%2F&cf=13608&v=9eaa7edaf9b1385eabfef5cddad3ff4f43e2e2481fa0f2a265f3e94931eb8880
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FRaftEcho&cf=13608&v=2c831da8a986ed836606e4e5577499487a42ea6e0d90561f7978c350b9fc7de4
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fcoloradoriverrafting&cf=13608&v=bbcfc5fffaff64b4ba097700037bfa62fd51c3fdb23d7a5af266427a69d03a4d
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fraft_echo%2F&cf=13608&v=55c30dd4be2e14cce5a074adc4a5126ee765fbdabd2eda1f5be9e884b492635c
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.raftecho.com%2Fnewsletter-sign-up-form%2F&cf=13608&v=cb3fa2dc85f87dd0442739725c02e79d68ed48ccff87d3ed037728081df86600
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=475834&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tripadvisor.com%2FAttraction_Review-g33340-d1515457-Reviews-Echo_Canyon_River_Expeditions_Day_Trips-Canon_City_Colorado.html&cf=13608&v=89bfa9578bb42a8fb49f3b83b0c71b630917d6a150d6a5f8d8f33c93bace038f


mona@mesereaupr.com 
tom@mesereaupr.com 
 

 

   

 

mailto:mona@mesereaupr.com
mailto:tom@mesereaupr.com

